


Jefferson County Stormwater Coalition

	Members

	Town of LeRay
	Nathan Toutant, alternate Lee Carpenter

	Town of Rutland
	Claude Phelps, alternate Gary Eddy

	Town of Watertown
	Randy Vaas, alternate Joel Bartlett

	Village of Black River
	David Leonard, alternate Terry Ault

	Village of Brownville
	Patrick Connor, alternate Bill Pickett

	Village of Carthage
	Jason Albertson, alternate Michael F Astafan

	Village of West Carthage
	Peter Crump, alternate Robert Peluso

	City of Watertown
	Meredith Griffin, alternate Kenneth Mix

	Jefferson County
	Andy Nevin, alternate Michael Montigelli and Jess McMahon



Draft Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 21, 2026, 1 p.m.
Karl J. Vebber Municipal Building
1. Roll Call
· Nathan Toutant (T/LeRay)
· Patrick Connor, Steve Mott (V/Brownville)
· Meredith Griffin (C/Watertown)
· Ted Clement, Mike Smith (T/Watertown)
· Andy Nevin (Jefferson County)
· Justin Back, George Birth, Sarah Trick (Jefferson County SWCD)
· Jess McMahon (Jefferson County Highway Department)
· Claude Phelps (T/Rutland)
· Brian Boyer, Patrick Brown (DEC)
· Jennifer Harvill, Jillian Lee (Tug Hill Commission)

2. Call to Order
· Meeting called to order at 1:00 pm by Patrick Connor

3. Approval of Minutes from February 18, 2026
· Motion to approve the meeting minutes by Steve Mott (Brownville)
· Seconded by Ted Clement (T/Watertown)
· All in favor, motion carried

4. Treasurer’s Report
a. Current balance: $72,943.66
b. T/Watertown made $500 dues payment for this year. Concludes all billing for this year. Next billing invoices go out in August to villages and city for $5,000. 
c. No vouchers. 
· Motion to approve the budget by Steve Mott 
· Seconded by Ted Clement
· All in favor, motion carried

Roles: Chair – Patrick Connor, Vice Chair – David Leonard, Secretary – Lee Carpenter, Treasurer – Nathan Toutant
5. Correspondence/Report of Secretary
a. Katie Malinowski, executive director of the Tug Hill Commission will be taking over for Jillian while she is out on maternity leave. 
b. Emily Fell – NYS DEC/Cornell Water Resources Institute 
i. Education and outreach – 
1. Upcoming funding – Sustain our Great Lakes supports nature based stormwater management, with pre proposals due on May 28th: https://www.nfwf.org/programs/sustain-our-great-lakes-program?activeTab=tab-2 
2. The Great Lakes Stormwater Collaborative offers resources and learning opportunities that may be of interest, and offer rainy day webinar recordings. To get involved, contact James Polidori. 

6. Report of Chairman
a. None

7. Report of Committees
a. Education/Outreach Committee 
i. Regrouping discussion
ii. JCC careers in environmental science talk in April – Emily included info about Stormwater Coalition and the JCSWC brochure as a handout. 

8. New Business
a. Upcoming permit requirements
i. Municipal operations program and municipal facility program – SWCD is drafting and will be bringing to the next meeting. They will be in contact with members. 

9. Old Business
a. Black River Initiative 
i. Black River Coalition received a grant to do River and Roads Training that is aimed at DPW staff about designing/ installing stream crossings and culverts in ways that will reduce flooding and wash-out risks
ii. Black River Watershed Conference, June 3
1. Last day to sign up is next Friday, May 27
2. Tug Hill Estate in Lowville 
3. Register here: https://tinyurl.com/BRWC2026 

b. MS4 Requirements
i. Discussion/feedback on JC SWCD individual meetings
ii. Outstanding reporting requirements 

c. MS4 mapping grant updates
i. SWCD received an email from NYS on moving forward with the grant 
ii. The committee will need to meet to create a bid package and select a contractor once bids are received.
1. Committee: Lee Carpenter, David Leonard, Pat O’Connor, Mike Montigelli, Pete Crump, Hartley Bonisteel Schweitzer 
2. 3 potential contractors, 2 are local
iii. SWCD will reach out to municipalities to set a time to go over which features are already mapped and determine what’s missing for each MS4. They’ll be reaching out in June. 


d. JC SWCD Contract Updates
i. Ceiling changed to $70,000 and will remain in effect through April 2, 2027. Voted and approved at the last meeting. Year-to-date, ~$23,000 has been billed to the coalition.

e. Vacuum Truck Shared Services Agreements 
i. Joe is still working on developing a shared services agreement. 
ii. Call the highway department if a municipality is interested in using the vacuum truck.

f. Next meeting: August 20, 2026, at 1:00 pm 

10. Adjournment
a. Motion to adjourn by Steve Mott.
b. Seconded by Ted Clement.
c. All in favor, motion carried. 
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