JEFFERSON COUNTY STORMWATER COALITION
Towns of LeRay, Rutland, Watertown
Villages of Black River, Brownville, Carthage, West Carthage
City of Watertown
Jefferson County

Draft Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 18, 2025, 1 p.m.
Village of Black River Office
1. Roll Call
a. Village of Brownville – None 
b. Village of Black River – None 
c. Town of Rutland – None
d. Town of LeRay – Lee Carpenter
e. Town of Watertown – Randy Vaas
f. Village of Carthage – None
g. Village of West Carthage – Pete Crump
h. City of Watertown – Meredith Griffin, Aaron Harvill
i. Jefferson County – Andy Crouse (Hwy), Andy Nevin (Planning)
j. Jefferson County SWCD – Sarah Trick, Justin Bach
k. NYSDEC – Emily Fell, Christina Chiapetta, Michelle Nowak, Brian Boyer, Gavin Denison, Kate Smith, Matt Duffany, Patrick Brown
l. NYS Tug Hill Commission – Jillian Lee
 
2. Call to Order 1:00 pm by Vice Chair Lee Carpenter 

3. Approval of Minutes from June 26, 2025
a. No quorum 

4. Treasurer’s Report
a. Village and city dues are due in August. 
b. $103,445.73 in account 
c. Membership dues: invoices have been sent out
d. Request from the V/Brownville to be reimbursed $150 for the Black River Watershed Conference registration 
i. Need to vote at next meeting

5. Correspondence/Report of Secretary
a. None

6. Report of Chairman
a. None



7. Report of Committees
a. Education/Outreach Committee 
i. Great Lakes Program Report available: https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/glraa.pdf 

8. New Business
a. MS4 mapping grant discussion
i. JC SWCD applied for the NYDEC mapping grant of $400,000. They anticipate hearing back from DEC by winter/early spring. 
ii. If received, JC SWCD wants to see if a committee should be formed to make decisions. 
1. Need to vote at next meeting

b. MS4 Policies
i. Illicit Discharge Track-Down and Elimination Programs
ii. Monitoring Location Inspection and Sampling Program
1. These two policies are required. 
2. Need a motion to approve the policies at the next meeting. 

c. Coalition agreement signature policy change
i. Need a motion to approve the policies at the next meeting. 

d. Interim report signatures needed
i. Carthage, West Carthage, and Jefferson County 

e. DEC presentation on MS4 information by Christina Chiappetta (Environmental Program Specialist II, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Water, Bureau of Water Permits)
i. The PowerPoint presentation is available in the meeting minutes email.
ii. Other training is available online as well.
iii. The Fact Sheets on the MS4 website contain helpful information. 
iv. Links to Webpages:
1. Permit Page: https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/stormwater/ms4-permit-forms 
2. Toolbox: https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/stormwater/ms4-toolbox 
3. Link to YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvXrnBsfzx-3H0iwn5yztedbsd4CjCY5a 

9. Old Business
a. Black River Initiative 
b. State Stormwater General Permit requirements 
i. Outstanding reporting requirements 
c. Vacuum Truck shared services agreement 


10. Adjournment
a. Motioned by Lee Carpenter
b. Seconded by Randy Vaas
c. All in favor, motion carried

NEXT MEETING Thursday, December 18, 1:00 pm

